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July 31,29°2 

Tae Honorable Christine Todd Whitman 
Adn\inistIator 
U.S. Environme.nral Protection Agency , 
1200 .t.....iel Rios Building 
Washington, DC 20460 

D-..ar Administrator Whitman: 
, , 

We 2I'C v.Titing to exp:ess our ccmcem that ,the En....ironmental PrQteetion Agency has ,still 
not c;omplctcd ~d released its reassessment of thE: potential health risks ofhumall '. 

aposu:re to dioxin. 

" 

- -~--'-- ­

On August 2, 2001 many oftht;Und.et'signed wrote to Ufge EPA to release the Dioxin. 
Reas~co.1 by the end of th~ sUmo:ier, We pointed out that the Anierican.people ha.ve 
waited more than ten..~cars fot' EPA to complete this important en.vit"onmental health 
d~t:. 01.ll" lctt=r uoted 1h~-EPA's Sqienee ~dViSoty-Bo3r-a. 'w1i~'Ii comp1etecl1ts " 
rzvi~ o!therepon roorethan a year ago in May'2001) recommended that the Agency 
':'proCeed expeditiously to complete and release'· the rcpo", formally titled the "£Xpo~re 
ar.d Human Hcauh Reasse3smenc.of2,3, 7,8~Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-Dto;cin (TCDD) and . 

-----.-.~ela:ed_CO.tnp.tnlJt.ds_;_ _.. __._~ .~__.__.~~_.~: "__,­ __ .:. ~ . ~ ._ __,~._ .. 

Youe reply 00. September 7,2001 stated. "We ex.peet t; complete an,internal Agency 
review ofthe revised d:ra.ft by th~ end ofSeptember,",and'you i~dicatcd that the final draft 
wouldbe shared with to,: Intet3ge:ilcy Working Group '(IWG) on Pi!='JOn. Yet now, in July 
2002, the Dioxin Reassessine:nt still has not be~ ciTCulatcd to thl: !WO. Furthermore, at 
00 poinl has ,a clear timeline {oI'the interagency tevi~ belm artic~ated. 

EPA ~ been studying the sourc~s IUJdhe~theffects ofdioxin far ~early twenty years. , 
and this rtpQrt is the most comprehensive bealth risk assessment ever pn:pared by the , 

, 8ge:l~Y. It is time to rel¢aSe this document and begin the process ofdeveloping strong 
policies that will protect the public's health.' , , 

.. 

, " 

We urge EPA to circulate the Dioxin'Reassessment to the lnteragency Working <RoUp, 
fi&lize the report, and release it to the public as soon as p~ssible, We request your 
detailed timeliIic for accomplishing these actions. 



Tha!1.k you for Y0'JI attention to our cO)l,cerns and for your couunitment to h\1man be.ll.1th 
~d th: environInlmt. 

Sincerely, 
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JU1lA CARSON 
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L~U3~ EARL BLUMENAUER ­
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JAMES H. M..U.O~TF.Y---r--- CHAR1:ES F.· BASS 

C~D 
C1R.OD. ROD 

ce: 'Th~ Honorable Tommy G. Thompson, Secretaiy, Department ofHen1th and Huma1\ 
Services '. '
 
The Honorable A.mt VencmlUl. Secretary, Department ofAgriculture
 
Dr. Cliff Gabriel, O$cc: of Science and Technology :Policy
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