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Washington, PE 20515

July 31, 2002

The Honorable Christine Todd Whnman
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency °

1200 Asiel Rios Building

Washinston, DC 20480

Decar Administrator Whitmnan:

We arc writing 10 EXp:ﬁs our cancern that the Environmental Protection Agmcy has still ..

not completed 2nd released its reassessment of ths: potcnhal health risks of hmnan
exposuze to dioxin

On August 2, 2001 many of the undersigned wrote to urge EPA to release the Dioxin

- Reassessmeat by the end of the summer. We pointed out that the American people have
mm@m&ﬂ‘k_m complete this important énvironmental health

docuxment: Our lexter noted that EPA’s Science Advisory Board, Whith complatedis -

teview of the report more than a year ago in May 2001, recommended that the Agency

“proceed expeditiously to complete and release™ the repor, formally titled the “Expo.s-ure

arnd Human Health Reassessment of 2.3, 7 8-T etrachlarodrbenzo-p-D!oxm (T CDD) und

Your reply on September 7, 2001 stated, “We expect to complete an internal Ag-cy
review of the revised drafk by the end of September,” and you indicated that the final draft
would be shared with the Interagency Working Group (IWG) on Dioxin, Yet now, in July
2002, the Dioxin Reassessinent still has nat been circulated to the IWG. F unhermore, at
no point has.a clear timeline for thc mtetagcncy feview been arhquaXcd.

EPA has been studying the sources and health effects of dioxin for nearly twenty years,
and this report is the most comprehensive bealth risk assessment ever prepared by the

_sgeasy. Itis ime to release this document and begin the process of developing strong
policies that will protect the pubhc 5 health.

We arge EPA to circulate the Dioxin’ Rcasscssm:ht Io the futeragency Working Group,
fivzlize the report, and release it 10 the public as soon as poss:ble We request your
detailed thmeline for accomphslnng these actions,
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Thank you for your artention to our concerns and for your com:mtmcm to huwman health
and the environment

Sincercly,
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ce: “The Honorable Tommy G. Thompson, Secretary, Dcpanmcm of chlth and Humax\ S
Sarvices
The Honorable Am Vencman, Sccrctzuy, Dcpanmcat of Aonculmre
Dr. Cliff Gabriel, Office of Science and Technology Policy




